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The Care and Handling
of Roses with Thorns

A Novel, by Margaret Dilloway
(Berkley Trade, 9780425260975, $16)

“Galilee Garner needs a kidney transplant. At
31, single, and teaching science in a private
school, she breeds roses for pleasure. Dialysis
every other day and her roses keep her life busy
and organized. Then her 15-year-old niece shows
up at school needing a place to live, and turns
Galilee’s life upside down. No longer able to think only of herself, she
must come to terms with her responsibilities, and eventually realizes
that change is inevitable, and could even be for the better!”
—Beth Carpenter, The Country Bookshop, Southern Pines, NC

Indiscretion

A Novel, by Charles Dubow
(William Morrow Paperbacks, 9780062201065,
$14.99)

“Beautiful Maddy and her successful author
husband, Harry, have an idyllic marriage.
Living in the Hamptons, perfectly suited to one
another, and always surrounded by a close
circle of friends, they draw admirers like moths
to a flame. Enter Claire, a young New Yorker,
who quickly becomes enamored of the couple and inserts herself
within their circle. While young and innocent, Claire’s presence will
ultimately destroy everything Maddy and Harry hold dear.
Narrated by Maddy’s childhood best friend, Walter, who is also
secretly in love with her, this tale is mesmerizing in its telling.”
—Meaghan Beasley, Island Bookstore, Duck, NC

A Killing in the Hills

A Novel, by Julia Keller
(Minotaur, 9781250028754, $14.99)

“Keller makes a powerful entry into the crime fiction
field with the introduction of Bell Elkins, a prosecutor
in rural West Virginia, who must not only deal with
a triple murder but also must constantly contend
with a deteriorating society beset by the scourge of
methamphetamine. Finely drawn characters, strong
plot lines, and keen attention to a growing problem
in rural America make this a gripping read.”
—Bill Cusumano, Nicola’s Books, Ann Arbor, MI

Laura Lamont’s Life
in Pictures

A Novel, by Emma Straub
(Riverhead Trade, 9781594631825, $16)

“Despite what the gorgeous dresses,
extravagant jewelry, and exotic mansions might
suggest, movie stars are people, too. Elsa
Emerson learns as a nine-year-old in Door
County, Wisconsin, that she loves the limelight,
and she spends her life both seeking it out and
resisting it. Elsa moves to Hollywood, becomes film star Laura
Lamont, loves, loses, succeeds, and fails. Laura Lamont’s Life in
Pictures gives readers a well-crafted, wistful, inside look into the
glory days of Tinseltown.”
—Hannah Johnson-Breimeier, Boswell Book Company, Milwaukee, WI

Monkey Mind

A Memoir of Anxiety, by Daniel Smith
(Simon & Schuster, 9781439177310, $16)

“This is the kind of memoir you’ve likely never read
before. To be human is to understand what anxiety
is, but few understand anxiety as a true mental
disorder. Smith’s real strength is his ability to
provide the reader with very clear descriptions of
what it means to suffer from chronic anxiety in
ways that are both bracingly honest and selfdeprecatingly funny. For readers who suffer anxiety, the world just may
feel a tiny less lonely; for others, the hope is that this book will give
insight into, and compassion for, those who do.”
—Jennifer Wills Geraedts, Beagle Books & Bindery, Park Rapids, MN

The News from Spain
7 Variations on a Love Story,
by Joan Wickersham
(Vintage, 9780307949295, $15)

“The messengers delivering The News From
Spain vary among the stories in Wickersham’s
collection, but each serve to remind the reader
how a short story can rank with the thickest novel
as a vehicle for rich character development and
breathtaking plot. The stories take us from an
assisted living home to a boys’ prep school, from a New York
apartment where a paralyzed dancer is confined to a first-person
story by Mozart’s librettist set within a contemporary tale. Anyone
who doubts that the short story form offers a satisfying literary
experience should read this extraordinary collection.”
—Cheryl McKeon, Book Passage, San Francisco, CA

Shine Shine Shine

A Novel, by Lydia Netzer
(St. Martin’s Griffin, 9781250020413, $14.99)

“Sunny Mann is nine months pregnant and the
mother of an autistic four-year-old. Her mother
is dying. On top of all this, her husband,
Maxon, is on his way to the moon to colonize it
with robots. Yet Sunny manages to pretend that
her life is ‘normal’, until the aftermath of a minor
car accident forces her to confront her
perceptions and redefine who she is. Shine Shine Shine is a love
story unlike any you’ve ever read, told in lyrical prose that will have
you re-reading paragraphs simply to enjoy the author’s voice and
her way with words.”
—Carla Ketner, Chapters Books & Gifts, Seward, NE

Shout Her Lovely Name
by Natalie Serber
(Mariner, 9780544002210, $13.95)

“From the first page, this extraordinary collection
of short stories grabbed me by the throat and
would not let go. Each one is filled with poignant,
thought-provoking observations on the tenuous, yet
unbreakable, bond between mothers and
daughter. Serber has given readers a remarkable,
heartfelt book to be savored, shared, and passed
on from one generation to another.”
—Anderson McKean, Page & Palette, Fairhope, AL

Sweet Tooth

A Novel, by Ian McEwan
(Anchor, 9780345803450, $15.95)

“Cold War espionage, illicit love affairs, and a
coming-of-age story all wrapped into one? Only
McEwan could pull off this ambitious story. Meet
Serena: just out of university, recruited for MI5,
and chosen for a special project with the code
name Sweet Tooth. Serena is beautiful,
intelligent, and becoming sure of herself as she
settles into her adult life. Her confidence is shaken, however, as
Sweet Tooth gets underway and the truth about friends, lovers, and
MI5 colleagues comes to the surface. Once again, McEwan presents
a beautifully crafted novel, one that keeps you turning the pages
while encouraging deeper thoughts about love and trust.”
—Kate Bonilla, Third Street Books, McMinnville, OR

Tigers in Red Weather

A Novel, by Liza Klaussmann
(Back Bay Books, 9780316211321, $15)

“Pull up a chair, pour a cup of tea—or
something stronger—and get ready to travel
from post-WWII America to 1980s Martha’s
Vineyard. You are about to meet five beautifully
drawn characters who will fascinate you and
break your heart. Klaussmann brilliantly
weaves their lives together and, as the story
unfolds, we find that each of them is covering up something. The
dynamite ending comes as a complete surprise and yet it is so right.
Don’t miss this gem.”
—Elaine Petrocelli, Book Passage, Corte Madera, CA

Wallflower in Bloom

A Novel, by Claire Cook
(Touchstone, 9781451672770, $14.99)

“Deirdre Griffin’s life is not her own. Her
high-maintenance, charismatic brother, Tag, is
a New Age guru and a national sensation. As
his gatekeeper and personal assistant, Deidre’s
frustrations with her family, and herself, bring
her to a hysterical moment. After drowning her
sorrows in vodka, Deidre gets herself voted
onto Dancing With the Stars as a replacement by way of Tag’s
online followers. This is a very funny read that will make you roll
your eyes about family!”
—Joanne Doggart, Where the Sidewalk Ends, Chatham, MA

You & Me

A Novel, by Padgett Powell
(Ecco, 9780062126146, $13.99)

“Experience the utter joy of shooting the breeze
on the porch with a couple of crotchety,
intelligent old codgers. Inventive, funny, and
profound, Powell turns phrases like a dervish in
this Southern-styled ersatz retelling of Waiting
for Godot. A wonderful book that perfectly
captures kicking back and trying to make sense
of the crazy world streaming by.”
—Josh Cook, Porter Square Books, Cambridge, MA

